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Madison Leonard

From: DNR Sov Land and Env Review <SLER@dnr.iowa.gov>

Sent: Thursday, December 31, 2015 10:30 AM

To: Madison Leonard

Cc: Sipe, Stacey [DNR]; DNR Sov Land and Env Review

Subject: RE: SL 12514 Threatened and Endangered Species Review Clinton Iowa

Lincolnway Industrial Rail and Air Park 

OA Project- 015-2757 

Clinton County 

 

Thank you for inviting Department comment on the impact of this project. The Department has searched for records of 

rare species and significant natural communities in the project area and found no site-specific records that would be 

impacted by this project. However, these records and data are not the result of thorough field surveys. If listed species 

or rare communities are found during the planning or construction phases, additional studies and/or mitigation may be 

required.  

 

This letter is a record of review for protected species, rare natural communities, state lands and waters in the project 

area, including review by personnel representing state parks, preserves, recreation areas, fisheries and wildlife but does 

not include comment from the Environmental Services Division of this Department. This letter does not constitute a 

permit. Other permits may be required from the Department or other state or federal agencies before work begins on 

this project. 

 

Please reference the following DNR Environmental Review/Sovereign Land Program tracking number assigned to this 

project in all future correspondence related to this project: 12514. 

 

If you have questions about this letter or require further information, please contact me at (515) 725-8464. 

 

Environmental Review requests can be submitted electronically to: SLER@dnr.iowa.gov.  

 

SETH MOORE Sovereign Lands & Environmental Review Coordinator 

 

Iowa Department of Natural Resources    

515.725-8464 | F 515.725-8201 | Seth.Moore@dnr.iowa.gov 

Wallace Building | 502 E 9th St | Des Moines IA 50319 

WWW.IOWADNR.GOV  

   

 

Leading Iowans in Caring for Our Natural Resources. 

   

 

 

From: Madison Leonard [mailto:mleonard@olssonassociates.com]  

Sent: Monday, December 28, 2015 9:30 AM 
To: DNR Sov Land and Env Review 

Subject: SL 12514 Threatened and Endangered Species Review Clinton Iowa 

 

Attached is a request for a threatened and endangered species review for the potential industrial development of a 450-

acre site in Clinton County, Iowa. Olsson Associates is assisting Clinton Regional Development Corporation with the 

certification process for this site. The site is located in Sections 22, 23, 24, Township 18 North, Range 5 East Clinton 

County, Iowa. Please send me confirmation once you have received this request and or have any additional questions.  
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Thanks, 

Madison Leonard 

 

Madison Leonard | Environmental Sciences | Olsson Associates 

2111 South 67th St, Suite 200 | Omaha, NE 68106 | mpfeil@olssonassociates.com 

TEL 402.341.1116  | DIR 402.938.2435  
 

             

 

���� Please consider the environment before printing this e�mail. 
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December 23, 2015 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Rock Island Illinois Field Office 
1511 47th Avenue 
Moline, Illinois 61265 
 
RE:   Lincolnway Industrial Rail and Air Park 
 Clinton County, Iowa 
 OA Project – 015-2757 
 
 
Olsson Associates is assisting the Clinton Regional Development Corporation with a site 
certification process for the Lincolnway Industrial Rail and Air Park on a 450-acre area in Clinton 
County, Iowa. The project study area is bounded by agriculture fields to the east and west and 
US Highway 30 (144th Street) to the north, and 21st Street to the south (Figures 1 and 2). The 
project is located in Sections 22, 23, 24, Townships 18 North, and Range 5 East, Clinton County, 
Iowa. 
 
A wetland delineation and habitat survey was conducted on November 10, 2015. The site 
consisted of corn and soybean crops with vegetated swales and channels. A manufacturing plant, 
rail line, and a farmstead are also located near the study area.  
 
Olsson is requesting information regarding Threatened and Endangered Species and/or critical 
habitat, unique natural features, or any other natural resources of importance at the site.  
 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
A list of special status-species that could potentially occur in the vicinity of the project site was 
compiled using the Threatened and Endangered Species: List of Species by County and the 
Information, Planning, and Conservation System (IPaC) from the United States Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) website regarding Federal-listed Threatened and Endangered Species for the 
State of Iowa.  
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Table 1: List of Special Status Species for Clinton County, Iowa 

Common Name 
Scientific Name 

Federal Status 
 

Impact Evaluation 

Mammals 
Northern Long-eared Bat 

Myotis septentrionalis 
Threatened with 4(d) 
rule 

During the summer the species can be found roosting 
underneath bark or crevices of live and dead trees. In the 
winter the species can be found hibernating in caves and 
mines. There are a few trees located on site, but none of 
them displayed any loose or peeling bark or open crevices. 
Development of this site would have “No Effect” on this 
species.  

Plants  
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 

Platanthera praeclara 
Threatened The species occurs most often in mesic to wet unplowed 

tallgrass prairies and meadows. Due to the cultivated nature 
of the project site, no habitat exists. Development of this site 
would have “No Effect” on this species. 

 
 
 

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)  
The project site is situated in an industrial and farmland setting with a few deciduous trees. The 
project has suitable habitat for migratory birds. Appropriate measures will be taken during future 
development activities to ensure there is no “take” of migratory bird species within the project 
study area.  
 
Bald and Golden Eagle Habitat Description 
The area consists of industrial and agricultural land. Large mature trees for roosting are not 
located on the site. Additionally, there are no large bodies of water within the Study Area that 
would provide an adequate food supply. Due to the heavy influence of agriculture and industrial 
use the site does not provide a sustainable habitat for bald or golden eagles.  
 
Olsson Associates is requesting a review by your agency regarding potential impacts that may 
occur to protected species from future development of this property.  Based on the habitat survey 
completed on November 10, 2015, Olsson believes future development of this site would result 
in a “No Effect” determination for the previously listed species.  
 
If you have any questions, or require additional information, please do not hesitate to call me at 

402.938.2435. Your response may also be forwarded to my e-mail address 

(mleonard@olssonassociates.com).  Thank you for your assistance.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Madison Leonard, Biologist 
 
 

 




Data Source:  ESRI - USA Topo Maps
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December 23, 2015 
 
Environmental Review for Natural Resources 
Conservation and Recreation Division 
Iowa Department of Natural Resources 
502 East 9th Street 
Des Moines, Iowa 50319 
 
RE:   Lincolnway Industrial Rail and Air Park 
 Clinton County, Iowa 
 OA Project – 015-2757 
 
 
Olsson Associates is assisting the Clinton Regional Development Corporation with a site 
certification process for the Lincolnway Industrial Rail and Air Park on a 450-acre area in Clinton 
County, Iowa. The project study area is bounded by agriculture fields to the east and west and 
US Highway 30 (144th Street) to the north, and 21st Street to the south (Figures 1 and 2). The 
project is located in Sections 22, 23, 24, Townships 18 North, and Range 5 East, Clinton County, 
Iowa. 
 
A wetland delineation and habitat survey was conducted on November 10, 2015. The site 
consisted of corn and soybean crops with vegetated swales and channels. A manufacturing plant, 
rail line, and a farmstead are also located near the study area.  
 
Olsson is requesting information regarding Threatened and Endangered Species and/or critical 
habitat, unique natural features, or any other natural resources of importance at the site.  
 
Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
A list of special status-species that could potentially occur in the vicinity of the project site was 
compiled using the Threatened and Endangered Species: List of Species by County. This list 
could be found on the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) website. Additionally, 
information was retrieved from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service website (USFWS) 
regarding Federal-listed Threatened and Endangered Species for the State of Iowa.  
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Table 1: List of Special Status Species for Clinton County, Iowa 

Common Name 
Scientific Name 

Federal 
Status 

State Status Impact Evaluation 

Amphibians 
Central Newt 

Notophthalmus viridescens 

 

-- Threatened The species is found in semi-permanent ponds in 
heavily vegetated forests and sometimes water-filled 
ditches. The site is dominated by cultivated 
farmland, the species will not be adversely impacted 
by the project.  

Fish 
Lake Sturgeon 

Acipenser fulvescens 
-- Endangered The species prefers large rivers and lakes with sand, 

gravel or ruble substrate. No rivers are located on 
the project site, the species will not be impacted by 
the project.  

Western Sand Darter 
Ammocrypta clara 

-- Threatened The species is found in medium to large rivers with a 
slight to moderate current and a sand or fine gravel 
substrate. No rivers are located on site, the species 
will not be impacted by the project.  

Grass Pickerel 
Esox americanus 

-- Threatened The species can be found in streams, permanent 
wetlands, and natural lakes, and are not tolerant of 
turbidity or extensively channelized or ditched 
waters. The wetlands and water on site are due to 
channelized ditches, the species would not be 
adversely impacted by the site.  

Bluntnose Darter 
Etheostoma chlorosoma 

-- Endangered The species can be found in the oxbows, ponds, 
sloughs and pools of the Mississippi River. The site 
is over 4 miles from the Mississippi River, the 
species would not be impacted by the project.  

Chestnut Lamprey 
Ichthyomyzon castaneus 

-- Threatened Large streams and small rivers of the Mississippi 
River system. The small stream on the project site 
eventually drains into the roadway ditch system, and 
does not connect directly to the Mississippi River. 
The species would not be impacted by the project.  

Blacknose Shiner 
Notropis heterolepis 

-- Threatened The species is found in cool creeks, small rivers, and 
lakes with a sand substrate. A small stream channel 
that was formed due to an embankment for a 
railroad tracks is found on site. It is unlikely the 
species inhabits this stream, the species would not 
be adversely impacted by the project.  

Freckled Madtom 
Noturus nocturnus 

-- Endangered The species prefers medium sized creeks to large 
rivers of low to moderate turbidity and silty gravel or 
sand gravel substrates. The site does not have 
medium to large sized creeks, the species would not 
be impacted by the project.   

Birds 
King rail 

Rallus elegans 
-- Endangered The species prefers fresh water marshes in the 

Midwest, with grasses, sedges, rushes, and cattails 
as the dominant vegetation. Fresh water marshes 
are not on site, the species would not be impacted 
by the project.  

Barn Owl 
Tyto alba 

-- Endangered The species can be found in grasslands with a 
woodland border and a high rodent population. The 
site is mainly agricultural, suitable habitat is not 
found on site. The species will not be adversely 
impacted by the project.  

Reptiles 
Blanding’s Turtle 

Emydoidea blandingii 
-- Threatened The species is found in semi-aquatic, shallow lakes, 

ponds, wetlands. The wetlands on site are found in 
agricultural fields and swales, the species will not be 
adversely impacted by the project.  

Eastern Massasauga 
Sistrurus catenatus 

Proposed 
Threatened 

Endangered The species lives in wet prairies, marshes, and low 
areas along rivers and lakes. A stream channel is 
present on site, however, due to the industrial and 
agricultural use of the site, the species is not likely to 
be adversely impacted by the project.  
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Common Name 
Scientific Name 

Federal 
Status 

State Status Impact Evaluation 

Reptiles 
 Ornate Box Turtle  

Terrapene ornata 
-- Threatened The species can be found in sandy plains and 

grasslands and forested streams. Suitable habitat is 
absent from the site, the species will not be 
impacted by the project. 

Mollusks  
Iowa Pleistocene snail 
Discus macclintocki 

Endangered Endangered The species can be found in leaf litter along algific 
talus slopes and prefer to feed on leaf litter of birch, 
maples, and dogwoods. The site consists mainly of 
cultivated farmland. The species will not be 
impacted by the project.  

Butterfly Mussel 
Ellipsaria lineolata 

-- Threatened The species can be found in large rivers with strong 
currents and sand or gravel substrates. No large 
rivers are found on site, the species will not be 
impacted by the project.  

Higgins eye Pearlymussel 
Lampsilis higginsii 

Endangered Endangered The species is found in large rivers with moderate 
currents that has a sand and gravel substrate. No 
rivers are located on site. This species will not be 
impacted by the project.  

Yellow Sandshell 
Lampsilis teres 

-- Endangered The species can be found in small to large rivers in 
slow to moderate currents with a sand, mud or fine 
gravel substrate. No rivers are located on the project 
site, the species will not be impacted by the project.  

Round Pigtoe Mussel 
Pleurobema sintoxia 

-- Threatened The species is found in medium to large rivers with a 
fast current and coarse sand and gravel substrates. 
No rivers are on located at the project site, the 
species will not be impacted by the project.  

Creeper Mussel 
Strophitus undulatus 

-- Threatened The species is found in perennial streams with 
gravel substrates. No perennial streams are found 
on site, the species will not be impacted by the 
project.  

Plants  
Mead’s Milkweed 
Asclepias meadii 

Threatened Endangered The species requires wet to dry mesic tallgrass 
prairies. The site does not have tallgrass prairie 
habitat. The species will not be impacted by the 
project.  

Flax-leaved Aster 
Aster pubentior 

-- Threatened The species is found in upland sand prairies, sandy 
savannas, sand dunes, and rocky woodlands. The 
site is mainly cultivated farm fields, the species 
would not be impacted by the project.  

Daisly-leaved Moonwort 
Botrychium matricariifolium 

-- Endangered The species is found along forest edges, meadows, 
and fields. The site is mainly cultivated farmland, the 
species will not be adversely impacted by the 
project.  

Red-shoulder Hawk 
Buteo lineatus 

 
 

-- Endangered The species can be found in riparian and oak 
woodlands. Woodland habitat is absent from site, 
the species would not be adversely impacted by the 
project.  

Poppy Mallow 
Callirhoe triangulata 

-- Endangered The species is found in sandy prairies and dry 
woodlands. Sandy prairies and dry woodlands area 
absent from the site, the species would not be 
impacted by the project.  

Black Huckleberry 
Gaylussacia baccata 

-- Threatened The species can be found in rocky woodlands, 
wooded slopes, and sandy grasslands. The site is 
mainly cultivated farmland, the species would not be 
impacted by the project.  

Orange Grass St. John’s Wort 
Hypericum gentianoides 

-- Endangered The species can be found on disturbed grassland, 
meadows, and fields. The site is mainly cultivated 
farmland, the species will not be adversely impacted 
by the project.  
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Common Name 
Scientific Name 

Federal 
Status 

State Status Impact Evaluation 

Plants 
Black-footed Quillwort 
Isoetes melanopoda 

-- Endangered The species can be found in shallow, temporarily 
flooded flat-bottomed pools formed by natural 
erosion on granite outcrops. The site is mainly 
cultivated farmland, the species will not be adversely 
impacted by the project.  

Dwarf Dandelion 
Krigia virginica 

 

-- Endangered The species is found in mesic to dry sandy prairies, 
savannas, fields, and roadsides. The site is absent 
of sandy prairies, and the roadside ditches are 
mainly clay and loam soils. The species would not 
be impacted by the project.   

Prairie bush-clover 
Lespedeza leptostachya 

Threatened -- The species is found in dry tallgrass prairie with 
gravelly, sandy, or calcareous well drained soils. The 
site is mainly agricultural with very little grassland. 
This species will not be impacted by the project.   

Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 
Platanthera praeclara 

Threatened Threatened The species occurs most often in mesic to wet 
unplowed tallgrass prairies and meadows. Due to 
the cultivated nature of the project site, no habitat 
exists. This species will not be impacted by the 
project.   

Royal Fern 
Osmunda regalis 

-- Threatened The species is found in sandy savannas, sandy 
thickets, borders of wet, sandy woodlands, wet 
sandy prairies, and rocky stream edges. Suitable 
habitat is absent from site, the species will not be 
impacted by the project.  

Pale Green Orchid 
Platanthera flava 

-- Endangered The species is found in wet prairies and meadows, 
swales in mesic prairies, or sandy habitat along 
marshes, swamps, or lake shores. Suitable habitat is 
absent from the site, the species will not be 
impacted by the project.  

Racemed Milkwort 
Polygala polygama 

-- Endangered The species is found in upland sand prairies, sandy 
savannas, sand dunes, and abandoned sandy fields. 
The site is mainly cultivated farmland, the species 
will not be impacted by the project.  

Eastern Jointweed 
Polygonella articulata 

-- Endangered The species is found on dry acidic sandy dunes, sea 
beaches, and pine-oak woodlands. Suitable habitat 
is absent from site, the species would not be 
impacted by the project.  

Byssus Skipper 
Problema byssus 

-- Threatened The species prefers tall-grass prairie. Prairie habitat 
is absent from the project site, the species would not 
be impacted by the project.  

Meadow Beauty 
Rhexia virginica 

-- Threatened The species can be found in wet sandstone 
depressions in woodlands, sandy swamps, sandy 
prairies, sandy borders of ponds and lakes. Sandy 
habitat is absent from the site, the species will not 
adversely impact the project.  

Mammals 

Northern Long-eared Bat 
Myotis septentrionalis 

Threatened -- During the summer the species can be found 
roosting underneath bark or crevices of live and 
dead trees. In the winter the species can be found 
hibernating in caves and mines. There are a few 
trees located on site, but none of them displayed 
any loose or peeling bark or open crevices. The 
species is not likely to be adversely impacted by the 
project. 
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Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA)  
The project site is situated in an industrial and farmland setting with a few deciduous trees. The 
project has suitable habitat for migratory birds. Appropriate measures will be taken during future 
development activities to ensure there is no “take” of migratory bird species within the project 
study area.  
 
 
Bald and Golden Eagle Habitat Description 
The area consists of industrial and agricultural land. Large mature trees for roosting are not 
located on the site. Additionally, there are no large bodies of water within the Study Area that 
would provide an adequate food supply. Due to the heavy influence of agriculture and industrial 
use the site does not provide a sustainable habitat for bald or golden eagles.   
 
Olsson Associates is requesting a review by your agency regarding potential impacts that may 
occur to protected species from future development of this property.  Based on the habitat survey 
completed on November 10, 2015, Olsson believes future development of this site would result 
in a “No Effect” determination for the previously listed species.  
 
If you have any questions, or require additional information, please do not hesitate to call me at 

402.938.2435. Your response may also be forwarded to my e-mail address 

(mleonard@olssonassociates.com).  Thank you for your assistance.  

 
Sincerely, 

 
 
Madison Leonard, Biologist 
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